'SCENES OF OTHER DAYS,

A Bkstch of the Oldest Preacherin
Dallas County.

SOAME EARLY CHURCH HISTORY

A Spoon Xanufactured in 1661—A Silver
EKnee-buckle of Ancient Date—An
0!d English FPublicatioa in
Which Texas Is Describad.

Carrorroxs, Dallas Co., Tex.,Msrch 26.—
Rev. John AL Alyers was bora ia Graysen
connty, Ky.. in 1523 Hemoved to within
half a mile of bis present borae near Car-
rolton, Dallas county, in Dacember, 1545,
and drew 2 hedrigat under the Peters
colony coniract aud improvad a farm. His
life has been devotea to farminz and
presching. He was in the organization of
tue first church ever organized in Dallas
county, namely, the Union Baptist church
near the present village of Farmers'

Branch. In 15842 Mr. Alyers was ardsised

to preach by this same chureh, beias
among the first! if not the very firss m.a-
1ster ever ordained in Dallas coanty. Hia
father,Rev. Danid Myeras, preached the first
sermon ever presched on Elm Fork. and
also the firstone in zhe towa of Dallas—
then & verv small village

The subject of this sketch was mearrlad to
Miss Kizzia Wiley when hs #as 2) vears
old, and frem that marriage are now hiv-
ing & large famly of children and forty
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REV. JOHX 3L MYERS.
grand cldren. A blograpaicsl sketeh ot
ir. Myors was pubiished in the Texss
Baptiss Herald of Dee, 11, 1899, from which
the following excerpisare taken:

*“Whils working on the farm for the sups

art of his family, he gteached 1m Dallas,

eaton, Kaufman and Tarrant coanties.
in whico he planted some of the strongest
churches to be found in Texas. He was
pastor and missionary for more thaa thirty
yeard
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“Ha i3 perhaps the best poitsd man in
the history of Eim Fork Bapiisy sgsocia-
tion now living, and was moderator zhree
years.

“Mr. Myors’ first wits died {n 1834, and
he afterward married, 1 Dsnton couaty,
Afrs. M. E. Ricon, an earnest christisn lady
and a zealous Sunday scaopl workar.”

Afr. Myers nnderwent sll the privations
of the early pioneers, and has ¢us and sphit
his hundred rails many a day on the slens
dar diet of piain core bread and sour dock
greens, boiled in Elm fork water, witha
listle salt as—the only seasoning. He says
water and sonr dock wera the ouly articles
of diet of which he had s plentifal sapply
in those early days. The corn was radnczd
to meal after the Indian process malnly,

| thatis, 1n & woodea mortar best witha
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Thess old mortara were
made by burningahole 1z the endeofs
block ot hard wood. Later on he procured
a steal hand.mill which made coarse corn~
meal very wall. SThese hand mills werein
common U8 in'gﬁls conuotry thirty or forty
vears ago. Speaking ot thoss early times,
AMr, Myers said:

41Ve bad pleaty of garme then, especially
deer and wild turkeys. 1Ihavecounted as
many &s twenty-six deer on the prairies in
one day, but as I never had time norinch-
nation ior huating [ never Killed any my~
self, thongh most of my peighbors kiiled a
great®many. I bave neyer fired a zua in
Texns.

*Yes, I belong to the Dallas county pios
neera’ association, and for the last four or
five years have been its chaplain. My im-
mediate neighbors in the ploneer days
were: Alexands:r W. Perry, Pregion sad
Wade Witt, Wm. Morris, J. M. Kennedy,
Robert Chowning, Wm. Larner, Joun and
Dan Harris and John Jackson. Of these
Aleck Perry and Jim Kennedy etill live in
toe neighborhond, A postoffica was estab—
Iished at Farmers’ Branch, as twell as I re~
member, pretty soon after Dallas was
made & possoffice.””

Tha accompanying catof Mr. Xyers was
made from an old daguoerrestyps, which
was taken soon after the war, and of
course is muach younger in appearancs
than he {8 now. and M=, Myers thinksit
“doea not give the cld gentleman justice
by any means.”” The long white beard he
now wears gives him a rmuch more
patriarchal appearance than this portrais
snowa.

wooden pessle.

Some Relica.

Mr. W. H. Kenredy, near Carrollten,
Deallas county, has several interesting old
reilcs, Oneis An old haad~hammaered, fiint
lock rifls, which kas, however, bezn short-
ened several inchesfrom its original length
and modernized into a percussion ¢ap gmn.
It was made many years ago In Alasbamas,
and brought to this state by some of Afr.

Kennedy’s ancastors. It is probably &
years old, and has been restocked several
times. He has also & fins domble-barrel
shotgun, about 40 ysars old, which hs

SILVER RELICS. v

bought from an old huoter from Illinois.

Antedasing these relics of the chase, how
ever, Mr. Kentedy has asilver knes-buckla
snd an ald smiver spoor, both of which
came *from far across the sea.” The Knea-
buckle (Fig. 1) is of umique psatterno, and
quiie handsome. It was worn by Mr. Ken-
nedy’s great-uncle, Mr. Wm. B. Rows. an
old Englisn gentleman who lived at For-
qaer, Eagland. The gpoon (Fig 2), how-
ever, ia evidently older thsn the Lnees
tnekls, It 1zseven inckes long aod the
nandle terminates in 8 grotesgne figure of
a man with & bread hkaton, fkespoonis
=olid silver, while the fignre on the'end of
the handle geems to bg of some other metal
and soldersd to the baudle. "The bowl of
the spoon is rounder and rather “dseper
then those of the present day, aund on ths
back are engravel: *1661” and tha letters
“I V2, and “C V.7 What these letters
mesn Mr. Keanedy dces not know. He
thinks the spoonis of 'German make, asit
formerly “belonged to' nis Grandmother
Eennedy, who came from Germany,”

Mr. Jokn Bryan, & nezghoor of Mr.-Ken-
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nedy’s (and who, by tha way, was the first
white cmid born in Dallas county,) has a
very old volume, the title cf which I do
ot now fally recall, but itz an old Bozs
Iich publication—a sort of zeographical
gazetteer. Iturned to the word “Texas,”
and read this descripsion: *‘A large pro-
vinea in the sudispce of Mexico, New
Spain, bpunded on the south by the gulf of
Mexico and New Leon, west by Cohakuils
and north and east by Louisiana Isis
abpat 700 miles long sod 200 broad and -
babited by nomercus nations of Iadigns
who have but few gettlements It {3 woody
and well watered and sabouuds in wild
horses, St. Antonio is ths capital”
e et St tp—




